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experiment, because the sensitiveness of the eye to colour is
sometimes very feeble, but in almost all cases sensitiveness
can be strengthened by practice. In the study of optical
effects, tco. the fact cannot too often be emphasised that we
must know exactly what to look for and also the right spot
to which the attention should be directed. We believe that
an instrument called the " Chromoscope" which has been
designed to show the effects referred to, can be purchased
from Messrs. George Philip and Son of Fleet-street.

THE TWELFTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
MEDICINE.

THE committee in charge of the organisation of the
Section of General Pathology and Pathological Anatomy
desire to receive as quickly as possible the titles of any com-
munications which our readers may be intending to send to
the International Congress at Moscow, as well as brief
abstracts of the principal conclusions to be drawn from the
papers. The following questions have been suggested by
the committee for discussion, and views upon them will be
submitted by the scientific authorities whose names are

severally appended: The Botanic Specificity of Pathogenic
Microbes (Professor Hueppe of Prague), the Pathology of
Thrombosis (Professor Cornil and Dr. Marie of Paris), the
Origins of Different Forms of Diabetes (Professor Lepine of
Lyons and Professor -IL Iinkowsky of Strasburg), the Pathology
of Myxoedema (Professor Brissaud of Paris, Professor Ewald
of Berlin, and M. Gley of Paris), the R&oacute;le of Antitoxins in the
Production of Artificial Immunity (Professor Behring of Berlin
and Professor Bouchard of Paris), the Pathology of Inflamma-
tion and the Parts Played by Bloodvessels and Parenchyma
(Professor Stricker of Vienna and Professor Klemensiewicz of
Gratz). All correspondence with regard to the section should
be addressed to M. G. Dourdoufi, Pretschistinsky boulevard,
Jerusalmskoe Podvorie, Moscow.

- I

THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION FOR HABITUAL
DRUNKARDS.

IT is sincerely to be hoped that the Government will be 
able to carry out during the current session their intention
of amending the laws relating to the treatment of habitual ( ’ 
drunkards. Among members of the medical profession
there is little, if any, important difference of opinion upon j i
this subject. The necessity for some system of restraint and 
tutelage is generally admitted, and if no particular method 
has up to the present time been actually employed this is r
assuredly not from the want of eithir will or occasion. In 
the meantime certain recognised plans of treatment are (
becoming discredited. The lunatic asylum and the dipso- 
maniac are frequently found to be mutually unsuit- 
able, and this incompatibility is absolutely certain 1
where’ the habit of drunkenness does not amount to 
lunacy in the strict sense. Nor is the common prison the 
proper place of seclusion for such persons. This part (
of the subject was recently discussed at a meeting of
the Society for the Study of Inebriety, when Mr. J. J. 

Pitcairn, assistant surgeon to the Holloway and Newgate a

prisons, expressed himself strongly against the system of s

prison detention, and showed that in many cases the prison s

ward is for the drunkard virtually a form of hospital, while, r

on the other hand, the terms of incarceration assigned by law a

to such inmates are too short to ensure any practically 
curative effect. The same writer, nevertheless, gives utterance 
to a widespread impression that the prolonged detention a

of confirmed inebriates in specially adapted institutions 
would go far to remedy this diseased propensity. Side by I
side with this arrangement must go, of course, an arrange- c
ment for the transfer to other hands, for so long as may be
necessary, of their domestic and business interests. The first

; part of this plan is certainly desirable if it can be carried

; out, and there is little doubt that private enterprise, guided,
1 of course, by legal regulation, would prove equal to the task.
) Whether it is incumbent upon Governments themselves to

t make provision for the charitable maintenance of such in-
; stitutions is another matter, and it is open to question
l whether such an obligation should be enforced. Herr

, Schlangenhausen regards the establishment of asylums.
for drunkards in Great Britain and Ireland as only
a question of time; 1 but the ratepayer would pro-

. bably remind him, if consulted, that it is also a.
, 

question of money and a subject for discussion. Even this

part of the ideal scheme may by degrees be brought within
, the circle of possible attainments, but its execution must,
, largely depend for some time to come on the energy of
. private enterprise. The other part, which has to do with

the transfer of responsibilities which can no longer be regu-
: larly exercised by the drunkard, entails no public burdens.

Our views upon this subject were briefly stated in THE.
. LANCET of Dec. 5th, 1896. The system of trusteeship there

suggested conforms in its general purpose, though not neces-
i sarily in all details, to that of Caratel, which was fully

explained in connexion with our reference to Herr Schlangen-
, hausen’s opinions. We believe that the true solution of the

problem will be found when this principle of trusteeship is
, 

embodied in a simple and effective mode of legal procedure.

CEREBRAL SURGERY.

IN a recent paper by Professor Hitzig, an abstract of
which appears in the Neurogisches Centralblatt, an account

, is given of four cases of tumour of the brain in reference
, 

especially to the non-success of operation. The first case was
. that of a man, aged thirty-four years, who had received a blow

from a hammer eight years before he came under observation.

He had weakness and convulsive movements in the right arm
and, later, weakness of the right leg and headache, but no-
sickness or optic neuritis. He was thought to have a cortical
tumour, but none was found at the operation, although there
was evidence of increased intra-cranial pressure. Three-

weeks later there were papillitis and sickness and convulsive
movements of both legs. He rapidly passed into an uncon-
scious condition and died. A large sarcoma was found
apparently commencing in the centrum ovale, thence spread--
ing into the cortex and also the corpus callosum. The-

second case was that of a woman, twenty-three years of age,
who had vomiting, giddiness, gradual failure of vision in the-
right eye and also in the left. There was internal strabismus
first on the left and later on the right side. There were

optic neuritis and slight spastic paralysis of the left
extremities and weakness of the right side of the face. It
was supposed that there was a tumour in the cerebel1um..
but an operation did not confirm this. The patient after-
wards died, and at the necropsy a large cystic glioma was
found in the right frontal lobe which had flattened out the
optic nerves, the third, the sixth, and the fifth nerves,
and had compressed the right half of the pons. The third case
was that of another woman, thirty-four years of age, who had
attacks affecting the right arm beginning in the fingers and
slightly affacting the head and the leg without loss of con-
sciousness. There was rather laboured speech and slight
right-sided weakness in the arm. Operation failed to reveal
any tumour, and three years later her condition remained

unchanged. The fourth case was that of a man who three

years before had had an injury to the right side of the head,
and who suffered from giddiness and increasingly severe
headache, with subsequent right-sided paresis. This became

permanent, and there were also right-side Jacksonian attacks
commencing in the foot. There was tenderness on the left.

1 Vide THE LANCET, Dec. 19th, 1896.


